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- #.vead in open’coiirt'on Sept. 22 | 'Hf'"o?cnﬁmtu explainthis sifuatiod.’3 7
E':f BRUCE JOHNSOHN o<=.zlehurst. A part of those p Edwards had turned in Ius-remg-
Jasup Bureau * ments was critical of 'l'humas " ~*nation from the district attorney’s

‘ Thespemfcpmgelnthepr& staffeﬂ‘ecﬁveJunESﬂhufwasﬂred
sentments, - which . was “expunged” by Thomas on June 17. :.3 &
from. the -récord by Seniur Judge. - _Immmiately following 'ihe read-
Gordon Knox, stated:": 7 W0 v S ing - of “the pm&nnnena cnurt;-
e the members uf thE Grand ~ Thomas asked the court to allow
would like to commend the As- time to prepare a motion to Expunge

smtant District Attorney, Mr. Chris, the passage cntlmnng him.

- Hazlehurst resident Doy Clifton Edwards, for his handling of the pre- :  Under Georgia law, a grand jury.
claims the grand jury of which he se:ntmant.s hmught before this grand cannot be critical of a public official
- was foreman heard testimony link- jury.. except through criminal present- .
ing Thomas with efforts to reduee U e the mﬂmbcrﬂ of the Grand’ ment or true bill indictment. .. . -
chergm against a county commis- . Jury oppose the firing of the Assls- me granted. the motion to ex-.

« “Sioner's-son because:of.the position 3i taniDistrict Attorney, Mr. Chris Ed*! Hinpe "hh ;the: afternoon_of Sept. 22,:
S5 posi tant Distts jPmu:igw;‘mn the" presentments:’ were-

HAZLEHURST - The foreman
of Jeff Davis County’s recently dis-
banded March Term grand jury has
called for an investigation of Bruns-
wink Circuit District Attorney Gienn

Thomus Jr. .

‘heldbythe teen-ager’s fatheris w?‘n}qa&%m‘i-ds"hy Mr} Glenn Thomas, : ]Z‘.ii3~""I

Clifton "further ' contends’
Thomas fired a member of the chs-
trict attorney staff when the employ-
ee gave tEStlmunY about the case.

- The jury alluded to the situation

mvnlvmg Thomas. in presentments

."ﬁ"ﬂi "7 AETSE &

Thomas, and he says he wants the .

that he was not
about that case to us, but would do

so if ordered to by us.
| “Weorderedhimtotenusahmn
themandahouthismluctannetn

Probe*

- Continged From Paga IC

McEachin wi'ih the .-inm serinun of- |

fm
-“The district

adiﬁermuf on that,”

opinion
Wilson said when questioned uhuut..+ :

'theeﬁdmlnthemmeaday.
“but the case has been

“Giﬂnnnidtheahuiﬁpresaﬂed
‘evidence to the grand jury proving:

that McEachin had left thescenenf*-_;:.
ﬂmmddzﬂnnthel?ﬂdaynightthﬁf _-
end- -

himtom
' wasfurmafus

it occurred and was not appreh
" ed until the vehicle McEachin had
hwndri;ingmfmgxdthefnﬂoﬂng
Sunday by Wilson's department. :

" A traffic death in which the driv-
er of the vehicle leaves the scene of .-
the accident is classified under -

Georgia law as vehicular. homieide
in the first degree.
ted a trne

The jury later presen
bﬂlhtdichuentagainslMcEachinnn

the more serious of the two possible

charges. .

Clifton said the statement by Ed-
wards that most concermed mem-
bers of the jury was that the case re-
quired special handling because of
the identity of the accused, so Clifton
called Thomas to discuss the matter
and request that he appear before

the jury.

anyway,
'-;hasaid“!‘llebmhnutgdngtulika
MI" . "t

plea-bar-

‘trict Attorney, for reasons stated hy

Mr. Thomas.
"“This Grand Jury is also dis-

i leased with the District Attorney in

hiﬁ reluctance to appear before the

Grand Jury when requeswd on twn "

dlﬂuusait.’

Clifton said Edwards then made -
statem&n!athatlaﬂquesﬁmhﬁm
minds of some members of the jury
as to whether or not the District At-

) tnmey’aOﬂceueededtuheinvesﬁ-
.gated.

--"Mr.rc:dwardssammemm

toldhlmthatthumhmmdthu .' '

druwupantndictment

'_ =t Hf"—-’ ifton said Thomas told him thit  fused to s
.- r"hnhadnwerreﬂmedfoerEd- Iargrandgnry

wardstnhrlngthembefurethe

jury, but had simply told him

mmbeinghnndledthmugh
amsaﬂunandplen. .

) cnmina
and I have. . nutm ‘instructions as I told him to, in private practice in

exp
i though he followed the procedure

 outlined by Thomas for ﬁﬂngm
galnedundertheﬁmtﬂffendﬂﬁct mm‘ga ey

jury, Thomas never
npmredtnmwerthejmrs’ques-

weﬂrxtmmedthnttfweneeded
reason, all we
tucnll
him,” Clifton said. “He told us if we

couldn’t reach him, we should in-_

form the clerk of court that we need- .~

ladtotnlktnhimandshewouldar-
‘rangeit.” -
Cliftonsaidthat,altboughhepar-
“sonally asked Thomas to appear and
- later asked Jeff Davis County Cleric
Eula Mae Edwards to pass on a
message to Thomas that the jury
wanted him to appear, all the jury
got for its efforts were excuses that
Thomas was tryingtoa:rangeitun

. his schedule,

Thomas, when contacted about
Clifton’s statements, refused to dis-
cuss on the record the matter of Ed-
wards's. firing or the McEachin
case, but he said he had never re--

filed® with " the Je:ff ‘Davis County
clerk of court on Sept. 24, the critical
passage had been deIeted

But Clifton has said that the criti-

cal passage raises certain questions:

that stil] must he answered b:f-

{ ufthecasa
However, the plea being made
Mughaemsaﬁoninthemm .

by Thomas
intha hﬂ%& _
the more serious felony charge.
But accardingtomiﬂnnandtn

pear béfo thlnparﬂc:.n-
uran;egnndjm'yat

que';‘hﬁtllmver mude a formal re—._
appear,
_As to Edwards's. ﬂring the fur-
‘mer assistant district attorney; now

Glennville, re-
fusedtnmmmentmthainfumﬁun
Ens rovided by Clifton. ““The grand jury
spnktﬂ;ﬁgwardssaid. ‘I have

ttomzyspmpenmbe—,“ﬁlﬁmalme:prmeddlspleasf
ﬂdiﬂmu cast .y’ h!}ﬂ‘.i“ﬁrémm

ure Tuesday at the way the present--
ments were handled by Knox follow-
ingthegrmﬁngnﬂhemoﬂoutue:-:

. "ItnldJudgeKnu:Iwuuldnnt
want to see my signature on the edit-
ed version of our ents, be-
causathaywerenutwhatlhadnﬂg
inally signed,"” Clifton said. :
» “Judge Knox told me he would
publinh the presentments with my
gignature, and that I had no re-
wﬂiﬂrﬂm mattell;ngbecause astg
was no er a sea
member of the grand jury."”
Clifton said he objected to Knox's

handling of the presentments a sec:

“I told him we muld handle this
in the courts or in the newspapers,”
Clifton said: *“Judge Knox replied
ﬂuthewastbemurtmﬁﬁscam
and that I would lose. I told him that
left only the newspapers, and he said
:h;uﬂldg't get very far there, ei-

"Mr '!'hnmnshndﬁoldunwhen punge.-



